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M81 and M82 taken by Norman 
Teasdale  
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EOS 450D, stack of 89 unguided, 45
-second exposures and 13 dark 
frames at ISO 1600, and alignment 
and stacking in IRIS, post-
processing in Gimp. 
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Iôve been blessed over the past few weeks with articles for the magazine and Iôm very pleased to 

be able to put together an issue of Skywatcher right on the back of last monthôs. Itôs not a situa-

tion that happens that often, so I hope this is the start of a trend that continues.  

 

This month features the Brian Gordon-States interview with Andy Lee, who most of you will 

know runs an informal group of active observers, many of whom are GAS members. As always, 

the combination of Brianôs questions and Andyôs answers are illuminating, and serve to highlight 

the attractions of nights out under the stars. 

 

How the Observatory came to be established in the grounds of MSSL is a slice of history that is 

worth knowing ï particularly for those of you who want to use it. Iôm delighted to have received 

a short piece by Dr Eric Dorling (courtesy of his nephew David Bray) covering the early years of 

MSSL and more importantly for us, the Observatory. 

 

This monthôs featured constellation is Leo, nicely placed high in the southern night sky during 

the month, and one of just a handful of constellations whose shape actually echoes the creature it 

is named after. Within its boundaries youôll find a handful of bright galaxies (visible even in 

small telescopes), as well as larger groups of galaxies for those of you with 12-inch+ telescopes. 

Think of observing them as a warm-up exercise before tackling the Virgo cluster of galaxies. 

 

As a break from the factual articles, the whimsical piece in this issue is on the topic of the as-

tronomerôs bookshelf and is courtesy of yours truly. More in the style of a Radio 4 óPoint of 

Viewô item, I hope you find it óa good readô. 

 

Finally, and sadly, we have to say a final farewell to two of our 

former members who have passed away recently. David  

Darbyshire will only be known to a few of you. As a past Presi-

dent from the 1970ôs and 80ôs he was a major figure in the Society 

during that time and kept his interest in astronomy up to the last. 

Chris Hopper has left us as well, losing his battle with myeloma 

last Thursday. Chris will be known to rather more of you as he 

was an active member for many years and served on the commit-

tee in a number of roles. He was Observatory Director up until a 

couple of years ago. During that time and under his direction, we 

refurbished and made major modifications to the John Smith Tele-

scope. Chris was instrumental in getting the AWT drive system 

installed and working. His funeral will be on 8th March and more 

details will be shared at the March meeting. He will be sadly 

missed; the support and encouragement he freely gave to anyone 

who asked him for advice usually made a big difference, and 

stands as a fine example to those of us who are faced with similar 

questions. 

 

Peter Dean 

Editor 

prdean@ntlworld.com 

 

If you would like to contribute an article or other item to Skywatcher, I will be very pleased to 

include it. Articles can be any length and images are most welcome, so long as they are yours. 

You can send them via email to the address above. Iôm always open to suggestions for ways of 

improving the magazine, so please feel free to send me any feedback to the same address.  

From the Editor 

Chris Hopper. Typically seen here muck-
ing in during an Observatory Work Party; 
this one was May 2007. 

http://www.guildfordas.org
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Biography:  

 

I was born in Bognor Re-

gis on the sunny south 

coast. After leaving school 

with only 5 CSEôs I had a 

few different jobs in retail 

and factories, but settled 

for a good few years as 

manager of an amusement 

arcade where I learnt elec-

tronics.  

 

From there I moved to Midhurst and 

took up a post as an Operating de-

partment orderly, some months later 

I started a course which lead me to 

my career now as an Operating de-

partment practitioner which I cur-

rently do at the Royal Surrey County 

Hospital here in Guildford. The job 

can be quite stressful at times so get-

ting out on a nice clear night and do-

ing some astronomy is a great way 

for me to leave all that stress behind 

and relax under our star filled skies. 

I have always been someone 

that has looked up at the night 

sky and wondered what was up 

there, but it was only nearly 3 

years ago that I got my first 

telescope, before that time I had 

never looked through one be-

fore.  

 

I wasnôt sure if I was really go-

ing to like astronomy at that 

time, but after my scope arrived 

in the post one morning and 

with clear skies that night I set it up 

(no very well either!) but managed 

to get a bright star into view, only to 

find that when I got it in focus it was 

Saturn, well that was it, I was totally 

hooked and have never looked back. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Andy Lee interview 

 

Brian: What was it that got you 

into amateur astronomy? 
 

Andy:  Hmmm, good question 

Brian, I guess Iôve always wondered 

what was up there, but like a lot of 

people I suspect just got caught up 

with work and family life. 

 

And as more and more light pollu-

tion appeared in out skies it all be-

came a less obvious hobby to get 

started in. That was all till one night 

when I was driving back from 

Bognor Regis to Guildford, I was 

driving over Trundle hill in Good-

wood around 1am and noticed a 

mass of stars in the night sky, so I 

pulled over and sat on the bonnet of 

my car and just looked around, that 

inspired me to get a scope, which I 

did a week later. 

Brian:  What impressed most 

about your first visit to Guildford 

Astronomical Society? 
 

Andy: I found GAS via a Google 

search, so turned up for the next 

meeting and was greeted by a few 

people there, it was also nice that 

(Continued on page 4) 

A One To One With Andy Lee 
A Skywatcher interview by Brian Gordon-States of Andy Lee 

getting out on a nice 
clear night and  

doing some  
astronomy is a great 
way for me to leave 

all that stress behind 
and relax under our 

star filled skies 

The author. All images in this article 
courtesy of Andy Lee 

http://www.guildfordas.org
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=1027242716


Page 4  © c o p y r i g h t  2 0 1 1  g u i l d f o r d  a s t r o n o m i c a l  s o c i e t y 

 w w w . g u i l d f o r d a s . o r g 

there was a couple of oth-

ers for whom it was their 

first meeting. On the 

whole it was a good ex-

perience, I guess the fact 

Iôm still a member holds 

testament to that really 

doesnôt it. 

  

Brian: Astronomy seems 

to be a hobby that gets 

into the blood.  Do you 

think that by becoming 

involved in astronomy, it has 

somehow changed the direction 

in your life? 
 

Andy: hahaha, hmmmm yes, lack 

of sleep on clear nights! But seri-

ously, yes it has in some ways, 

having astronomy as a hobby has 

really made me aware that some of 

the things I used to worry about 

really are so minor in the grand 

scheme of things. Iôm also looking 

into starting some Open Univer-

sity courses in astronomy, GULP! 

Back to school and getting the 

grey matter fired up again. 

 

     

Brian: I have been on a few pub-

lic outreach events with you ï 

what is your opinion on these 

events? 
 

Andy: in two wordsé..Love 

them!! I really do enjoy sharing 

this amazing hobby with other 

people of all ages, and itôs fan-

tastic when you hear the per-

sonal ñWOWò moments.  

 

Brian: Have you met any well 

known or noted astronomers? 
 

Andy:  I did meet Patrick Moore 

some years ago, didnôt really get 

chance to chat with him which 

was a shame. Otherwise yes there 

are quite a few at GAS. (few 

brownie points earned there hehe) 

 

 

Brian:  Do you have a favourite 

type of object that you prefer to 

observe?  
 

Andy:  Love observing the plan-

ets, Saturn is still my favourite by 

a long shot! 

 

Brian: What telescopes/mounts 

have you owned/used in the past 

and what are you using cur-

rently? 
 

Andy:  my first ever scope was a 

120mm Skywatcher refractor on 

an EQ 3-2 mount, no motors, just 

hand gears, with that I learnt to get 

around the night sky, well with 

some degree of success anyway, 

though on my first night out with 

the setup I had no idea what I was 

doing. The scope was pointing 

north, but I wanted to look south, 

so I picked the whole thing up and 

turned it 180 degrees, seemed like 

the right thing to do at the time, I 

do of course know better now! 

 

Now I use a EQ Pro6 mount 

which I have modified and added 

extras to it like GPS, an upgraded 

pack and universal mounting 

plate. The scopes I have now are a 

66mm Astro Tech refractor, a 

80mm William Optics Megrez, a 

98mm William Optics APO, 

150mm Skywatcher Star Travel 

and finally a Skywatcher 190mm 

MN.  

 

 

Brian: Other than at the Guild-

ford A.S observatory and Al-

bury Heath are there any other 

places that you observe and do 

you attend star parties? 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

I really do enjoy 
sharing this amazing 

hobby with other 
people of  all ages, 
and itõs fantastic 

when you hear the 
personal òWOWó 

moments. 

http://www.guildfordas.org































